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By Representative Hinkle

NOT ADOPTED 2/ 14/ 2010

On page 1, beginning on line 5 of the striking anmendnent, after
"that" strike all material through "inplenentation.” on page 5, line
34 and insert "state inplenentation of the historic federal personal
responsibility and work opportunity act of 1996 through the

1
2
3
4
5 Washi ngton WorkFirst program created by Chapter 58, Laws of 1997 has
6 achieved successes for participants in neeting the program goals of
7 caseload reduction, reduced recidivism to public assistance, |job
8 retention, increased earnings, and placenent into private sector,
9 unsubsi di zed j obs.

10 (2) The legislature also finds that since the state enacted
11 welfare reform the nunber of famlies on welfare in Washi ngton has
12 dropped by nore than fifty-one percent from its peak prior to
13 reform The legislature further finds that as of 2008, WrkFirst,
14 conpared to the programit replaced, had significantly increased the
15 likelihood of enploynent by welfare clients; increased average
16 earnings; reduced child poverty; and resulted in clients being nuch
17 nore likely to remain off welfare a year after exiting the program
18 (3) After nore than a decade of experience with WrkFirst, the
19 legislature reaffirns its intent under RCW 74.08A. 200 RCW that all
20 applicants to the Washington Wb rkFirst program shall be focused on
21 obtaining paid, unsubsidized enploynent, and that the focus of the
22 \Washi ngton WorkFirst program shall be work for all recipients.

23 (4) The legislature recognizes the inportance of appropriate
24 educational and job training activities in achieving successful
25 outcones for many WrkFirst clients, and the continued need for
26 subsidized child care to nove the |owest incone parents toward
27 econom c i ndependence.
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(5) The legislature finds that after nore than ten years of
declining or flat caseloads, even during the prior economc
recession, the nunber of persons enrolled in WrkFirst has increased
as economc conditions deteriorated during the last two years. The
| egislature finds there is a need to inprove and accelerate efforts
to nmeet the program goal of placing clients in unsubsidized
enpl oynent, wth necessary and appropriate educational and job
trai ning and support.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.08A
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The Washington WrkFirst subcabinet, in consultation wth
the governor, shall evaluate the WrkFirst program to assess its
performance in neeting the goals and performance neasures
established in chapter 74.08A RCW In conducting its evaluation,
the WbrkFirst subcabinet shall review the recommendations of the
Wor kFi rst reexam nation work group prepared for the governor and the
menbers of the WrkFirst subcabinet in Cctober 2005; neasure the
i npl enent ati on of t hose recommendat i ons; and identify t he
effectiveness of those recommendations in neeting stated program
goal s and out cones.

(2) The Washington WrkFirst subcabinet shall report to the
appropriate commttees of the |egislature by Decenmber 1, 2010. The
report shall include any recomendati ons, based on the eval uation of
the program required under subsection (1) of this section, for
program changes and the reallocation of resources, including any
| egislation that may be required for inplenentation.”

EFFECT: Renoves all elenments of the striking anendnent. Adds
Legislative findings relating to the success of the WrkFirst
programin neeting program goals and outcones, and the recent
econom ¢ downturn that has created the need to i nprove and
accelerate efforts to place clients in unsubsidized

enpl oynent. Declares Legislative intent to reaffirmpreviously
stated legislative intent of the WirkFirst programin focusing on
work for all recipients. Directs the WrkFirst subcabinet, in

3141-S2 AVH H NK FORR 224 Oficial Print - 2



consultation with the governor, to evaluate the program and assess
its performance in neeting the goals stated in chapter 74.08A RCW
Al'so requires review ng the recommendati ons of the 2005 Wor kFi r st
Reexam nati on Work Group; neasuring the inplenentation of those
recommendations; and identifying the effectiveness of those
recommendations in neeting the stated program goals and outcones.
Requires a report to the Legislature by Decenber 1, 2010, with any
recommendat i ons for program changes, reallocation of resources,
and | egi sl ati ve changes.
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